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SERMON 
„„ 

Reformation of Manners. 
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Eccleſ. VIII. 11. 


Becauſe Sentence againſt an evil Work is not 
executed ſpeedily, therefore the Heart of 
the Sons of Men is fully ſet in them to do 


evil 


T has been the Wiſdom of all Go- 

vernments to annex the Sanctions of 

Rewards and Puniſhments to their 
Laws; not only for expreſſing their own 
Authority, but as the beſt way to ſecure 
the Obſervation of them. The Bleſſed 
God himſelf, who framed Human Na- 
ture, and therefore without Doubt mult. 
_ underſtand it beſt, made Uſe of this 
A 3 Method 
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Methed with Man in Innocence, and 
has carried it on in the courſe of his 
Government ever ſince. | | 
But next to the Eftabliſhment of good 
Laws, the ſteady Execution of them is 
negeſſary to giv them their Effect. All 
git Force, and Yigour is ſoon. loft with- 
out it. You were juſtly ſenſible of This, 
when you engag'd in that Noble Work, 
for which I hope future Generations will 
riſe up π cel you Bleſſed © 
Indeed the inflicting of Puniſhment 
cannot-be-tmagin'd-pleaſant in its felt to 
any generous Mind, *I'is * God's ſtrange 
Work, and thoſe that have any Thing 
God-like in them, will rather deſire the 
Welfare than the Uneaſineſs of other 


People, when a greater Good does not 


require it. And to a Chriſtian it has the 
more melancholy Aſpect, becauſe it roſe 
upon the Ruins of the Fall, and com- 
menc'd its Being with the Loſs of In- 
nocence. But in the preſent Condition 
of this lapſed World, tis become abſo- 
lutely neceſſary that ſome ſhould concern 
Themſelves in this Self. denying Work. 
It were an Unkindneſs to Mankind in 
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4 Reformation Sermon. « | 
eneral, and even to the Offenders them; 
elves to ſuffer notorious Crifnes'*6 g. 
unpuniſh'd. For, Becauſe Seutencé 271 
an Evil Work is not executed ſpeedily, 
therefore, &c. Which contains this 055 
ſervation confirm'd by Experience; 

That there is 4 Proneneſs in Deprav'd 
Human Nature to abuſe Impunity to the In. 
creaſe of Wickedneſs. 5 

Therefore the Heart of the Sons of Men 
z fully ſet in them to do Evil, A ve 


Emphatical Expreſſion : Which, may el- 


ther ſignify their Progreſs from one Sin 
to another. That whereas they began 
with a particular Crime, When they fee 
That conniv'd at, they proceed to Ano- 
ther, till they have walk'd the Round of 
Tranſgreſſion. Or it may denote, that 
Sin becomes their full Employment. 
They are encourag'd to ſhake off all the 
Remains, of Goodneſs; their Hearts are 
full of nothing but Sin, and they ſtick at 
none; like thoſe deſcrib'd by St. Peter; 
Having Eyes full of Adultem, and that tan- 
not ceaſe. from Sin: an Heart they have 
exerciſed with covetous Practices. Or their 
Boldneſs and Confidence in every Sin may 
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8 4 Reformation Sermon. 
be deſign'd by the Phraſe, as the ſame 
Apoſtle ſays to Ananias, * Why has Satan 
flPd thine Heart to lie to the Holy Ghoſt ? 
ow has he wrought thee up to ſuch a 
daring Boldneſs, as to venture on a Sin 
of this Nature ? The Tranſlation of the 
LXXII. gives the Words this Turn. 
Ai TET g gpophMm xgpNe you Tr d 
Spo ay auriis TE mono 7 rev. 
Therefore their Hearts have a Plerophory 
to do Evil, The ſame Word is frequent- 
ly us d in the + New Teſtament for the 


Confidence and Aſſurance of Chriſtians 


in their Holy Courſe; whereby they are 
imbolden'd to a free Approach to God 
through Chriſt, and a refolute Conflict 
with Difficulties and Dangers, and to go 
on without Heſitation in their Way. 
Such an Aſſurance in Sinning HI Men 


gain by Impunity, that makes em run 


without Fear or Concern upon any evil 


| Courſe. 


But one Thing poſſibly may ſeem to 


make my Text an improper Subject for 
this Audience, which I would endeavour 


therefore to clear before I proceed. The 


GP 


* Aﬀs5. 3. | 
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Words are generally underſtood only of 
the Sentence of God againſt Evil Works; 
and not of any denounced by Human 
Laws, which alone come within your 


Sphere. But not to ſay, that I ſee no 


Neceſſity from the Context for ſuch a 
Limitation ; Tl ſuppoſe the Sacred Pen- 
man to have that directly in his Eye. 
Yet the Obſervation muſt' be allowed 
to hold true of the Non- Execution of 
Human Puniſhments as well as of the 
Divine. But that is not all; there is a 
near Connexion between God's For- 


bearance and your Deſign. For the Ne- 


ceſſity of preſent Reſtraints upon Sinners 
ariſes from the Delay of God's Judg- 
ment, and the ill Uſe they generally make 
of it. And this 1s the main Argument 
T intend to inſiſt upon. And my Diſ- 
_ ſhall be carry'd on in this Me- 


I. I would briefly ſet this Argument 
in a clear Light out of the Text before 
us. And then, 


II. Proceed on that Foundation to a 
ply my ſelf more particularly to the Bull 
neſs of the preſent Aſſembly. 

$3.4 Firſt 


a9 


Hirſt, T would ſet this Argument in a 
clear Light out of the Text before us, in 
a few Propoſitions. | as 
1. There is a Sentence of God againſt 


Evil Works, which certainly ſhould be the 


moſt eſfectual Reſtraint from Sin. God is 
the rightful Owner, the Supream Ruler 
of us all, whoſe Authority ought to have 
the greateſt Weight with us. It ſhould 
be enough to determine us againſt any 
thing, if God pronounce but a Sentence 
of Diſapprobation upon it, if he declares 
it an abominable Thing which he hates. But 
He has ſhewn Obedience to be our Inte- 
reſt as well as our Duty, by his exceedig 
great and precious Promiſes to them that do 
well, and by the Revelation of his Wrath 
againſt all Sim and Ungodlineſs of Men, The 
Light of Nature diſcovered this in part, 
by which they who had no better Ad- 


vantages were enabled to paſs a Sentence 


on themſelves within their own Breaſts, 


* atcaſing or elſe excuſing. But Revelation 
has made the Diſcovery brighter, and 
the Evidence more indiſputable. 


And 'tis impoſſible to conceive a Me- 


thod more admirably fitted to keep the 
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A Reformation Sermon. 11 
World in Order, than the Law of God, 
and the Sentence he has denounc'd wich 
ſo much Solemnity againit Sin. This 
carries infinitely greater Terror in it than 
any Thing that Men can threaten or in- 
flict. What can be ſo fearful a Ihing as 
to fall into the Hands , the living God ! 
Who || is able to deſtroy both Soul and Body 
in Hell; while Men at fartheſt can only 
* kill! the Body, and then have no more 
that they can do, Tis an unparallePd 
Inſtance of the Stupidity of Sinners, that 
They can hear and read the Terrors of 
the Lord unmov'd, and yet be reftrain'd 
by the little Puniſhments that Men like 
Themſelves can inflict : That They can 
tremble in the Preſence of an Earthly 
Magiſtrate, and make light of the Judge 
of all the Earth. If Divine Threatnings 
were firmly believed, and allow'd their 
juſt Efficacy, there would need no other. 
For They extend to all Sins and Sinners; 
{ach Crimes as Human Laws either can- 
not or ought not to take Cognizance of ; 
and ſuch Criminals as by their Power 
and Intereſt are ordinarily: beyond the 
Reach of Human Cenſures. But, | 


— _. _ 


2. The 


than we commonly apprehend. 
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2. The Sentence of God againſt Sin and 
Sinnes is not always or commonly executed 
immediately upon the Provocation given. 
Sometimes indeed + He is known by the 
Judgments which he executes here. He may 
ſtrike a Criminal dead in the Fact, or 
make the Sin to be read in the Puniſh- 
ment. Now and then to awaken a drowſ 
World, and ſhew that he is no careleſs 
Spectator of Human Actions, he gives 
e of his Power, and an Earneſt 
of the Future Judgment upon particular 
Men, or larger united Bodies: And eſpe 
cially on the laſt, becauſe there is no Op- 
portunity in another World for judging 
Societies as ſuch. Of this Nature was 
the Floud, that ſwept away the Old 
World in the Days of Noah. Such was 


the diſmal Overthrow of Sodom and Go- 


morrha, which * God made an Example to 
them that after ſhould live ungodly ; - 


An Example ſuffering the Vengeance of 


eternal Fire. And I believe diligent Ob- 
ſervers would find a greater Uniformity 
in God's Proceedings with Communities, 
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But tho? he has not left himſelf alto- 
gether without Witneſs this Way in any 
Age, yet we cannot ſay it is his conſtant 
Method, eſpecially with particular Per- 
ſons. Some great Criminals ſeem to paſs 
through the World without any ſenſible 
Mark of God's Diſpleaſure. Others are 
not met with till a long Time, poſſibly 
many Years after a notorious Crime. 
And the principal Puniſhments are ſtated- 
ly reſerv'd to another Life, This indeed 
is beſt ſuited to a Probation-State, and 
the ſaving Deſign that God has on foot in 
the World. || The Lord is not ſlack contern- 
ing his Promiſe, (as ſome Men count Slack- 
neſs) but is long-ſuffering to us-ward,not wil- 
ling that any ſhould periſh, but that all 


ſhould come to Repentance. He could ſoon 


eaſe himſelf of his Adverſaries, but is 
pleas'd to continue the Reprieve, becauſe 
He waits to be graciow, An End muſt be 
ut to this World, if every Sinner had 
is Deſert immediately. And for God's 
Honour he has Time enough to vindicate 
it in an Eternity. It would diſorder the 
pre ſent Frame of the World, if he gave 
ut a leſſer Token of his Reſentment 
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upon the Commiſſion of every Sin. The 
Righteous muſt often be involv'd with 
the Wicked. Such ſecret Offences muſt 
be diſcover'd to juſtify his Proceedings, 
as ãt may be are fitter now to be con- 
ceul'd; or his Providence would be lia- 
ble to the ſame Miſconſtruction as it is 
now, when the Cauſe could not be diſ- 
cern'd; It would take away much of the 
Uſe of Faith, or at leaſt depretiate- its 
Excellency: And leave no Room for that 
Honour God is pleas'd to put on good 
Men in this World that ſtand upon the 
Breach, by ſparing others for their Sake. 
It Would rather weaken than confirm the 
Expectation of a future Judgment, ſince 
it might ſeem to ſuperſede the Neceſſity 


of it, if there were a conſtant and regu- 


lar Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments here. And beſides all this, ic 
would annul the Uſe of Magiſtracy, 


which Divine Wiſdom has ordained 


fox this very Thing. But though God 
diſplays his Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
in ſuch an Exerciſe of Long- ſuffering, 
yet, ei e el ahi 3501979 
3. Sinners 
) ae apt-to take "Entouragement 

from God's Forbear ance to carry their Sins 
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A Reformation Sermon. 15 
to a greater Height. * His Goodneſs ought 
to 10 them 5, Repentance. And by 115 
Grace it has that Effect upon Some, or 
there would ſoon be an End of this Un- 

odly World. But Many, tis to be 
car d the moſt, deſpiſe the Riches of his 
Goodneſs, and Forbearance, and Long-ſtf- 
fej 5 And inſtead of being ſoftnect by 
hs ' Diſplays of his Love, are confirm 
in their Hardneſs and impenitent Heart 
| thereby. Becauſe the Puniſhments of 
another Lite are not ſeen and ſenſible, 
| they either make a ſhift to disbelieve 
them, or at leaſt 'tis but a very faint and 
weak Aſſent they give'em, which ſeldom 
occuts to their Thoughts, and never de- 
ſcends to their Heart. Or if upon Occaſion 
| their Fear is awaken'd, and they cannot 
| help believing ſomething of another 
World, 'tis imagin'd at a Diftance; they 


x1 can put the evil Day far from them, and 


fay with thoſe in Exetiel, ¶ The Viſton 
that he ſees is for many Days to come, ani 
he propheſies of the Times that are afar off: 
And ſo they ſoon wear out the preſent 
Impreſſion, with the flattering Proſpect 
of an After- thought, in a more agreea- 
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ble Seaſon: And for thoſe Judgments 
that God inflicts on Themſelves or O. 


thers in this World, they can eaſily eſcape 


the Conviction. They are either Spiri- 
tual Judgments, the withdrawing of his 
Spirit, and letting them alone, giving them 
up to Judicial Blindneſs and Hardneſs of 
Heart; which ſort of Puniſhments are 


inflicted the moſt regularly of any in this 


Life. But though they are the greateſt 
and the moſt to be fear'd in themſelves, 
yet *tis the Unhappineſs of theſe Sinners 


that they are paſt feeling of them ; they 
˖ 


are eaſy under them, they take Pleaſure 
in 'em, becauſe they have the more Li- 
berty for gratifying their Luſts. Or if 
they meet with thoſe of a Temporal Na. 
ture, the Connexion between them and 
the Sins that causd them is not a ſenſi- 
ble Thing, ſuch as leaves no Room for 
Cavil; nor do they conſtantly purſue | 
the Sinner. And therefore they find 
Ways to elude the Force of them; it may 
be can perſwade themſelves that they 
come by Chance, or they have ready at 
hand other Inſtances of proſperous 
Sinners, which are thought enough 
to ballance. the former. And hence 
they eaſily conclude with the N 
| that 
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that * all things come alike to all; there is 
one Event to the righteous and to the wicked, 
to the good and to the clean, and to the un- 
clean, to him that ſacrificeth, and to him 
that ſacrificeth not; as is the good, ſo is the 
Sinner; and he that ſweareth, as he that 
feareth an Oath. Thus though in Truth 
their Judgment (nom Mi a long time pre- 
dicted and pronounc'd, yet) | lingers not, 
and their Damnation ſlumbers not: Tho? 
good Men ſee them on the Brink of Ruin, 
and heartily pity them, who have no 


Compaſſion on themſelves ; yet we can- 


not but ſee by every Day's Experience, 
that in Fact this is the Improvement that 
many Sinners make of God's Forbear- 


| ance. Therefore, 


4. *T hence very evident, that there is 
great Need of ſome other Reſtraints at pre- 


| ſent to keep ill Men within tolerable Bounds. 
| That ſince they will not be influenc'd by 


Things unſeen and ture, and can di- 
ſpute away the Force of God's Occaſional 
Rebukes; their Inſolence may be repreſs'd 
by what is preſent and ſenſible. And 
though they fear not God, may be made 
to regard Man; or elſe be held in as with 

'® Fecleſ. 9.2. a PET 
. 2 Pet. 2. 3. 


_ 0 Bit 


* 
„„ re r 


18 A Reformation Sermon. 
Bit and Bridle, That while the Spiritual 
Government of God is contemn'd, a vi- 
{ible Autherity _ keep them in Awe. 
Every one is ſenſible of this, as to ſuch 
evil Works as eee touch their Lives 
or Properties, becauſe they are injurious, 
or may be ſo, to Themſelves. But if we 
could be perſwaded to extend our Regard 
ond our ſelves, and inlarge the Mea- 
ſure of our judgment in this Caſe, by 
taking in the Honour of God, the Good 
of the Offenders, and the Welfare of Ci- 
vil Society; We ſhould fee a Neceſſity 
of preſent Animadverſion on other Exil 
Works, particularly on Thoſe you are 

concern'd to puniſh. | | 1 

If. If we have any Senſe of our Duty 
as Men and Chriſtians, the Honour of God 
ſhould lie near our Hearts. Not only to 
make it the Governing End of our own 
Actions; but to promote it in the World, 
and prevent to oufPower the open Con- 
tempt of His Majeſty, and Violation of 
His Laws. Good Parents or Maſters will 
not ſuffer theſe unreſtrain'd in their Chil 
_ dren or Servants. Nor does our Concern . 
end there, if we are in a Capacity of far» 
ther Influence. God expects we ſhould 
honour him this Way, and counts the 
8 Neglect 
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Neglect of it || de/piſizg him. Now to 
be Fire by this Rule profeſs'd Atheiſin at 


leaſt needs a preſent Check, as deſtroy- 


ing all Reverence tor God at once : And 
Common Swearing, which by a prophane 
Familiarity breeds Contempt. And as 
the Lord's Day, by Divine and Human 
Appointment, is the Stated Time for 
keeping up the Solemn Worſhip of God 
among us, without which Religion could 
hardly ſubſiſt; 'tis highly neceſſary the 
Reverence and ſtrict Obſervation of it 
{hould be maintain'd. And open Immo- 


ralities, which by the Content of all are 


indiſputable Violations of his Law, call 
for a publick Diſcountenance. 

2aly, If we add the Good of the Offen- 
ders themſelves, preſent Reſtraints are 
needtul, as an apt Means to prevent their 
running deſperately on their own Ruin 
in Soul and Body. I nced not tell you 
that their Bodies and Eſtates, as well as 


their Souls, are liable to be made a Sacri- 


fice to Drunkenneſs and Uncleanneſs. Or 
that this ſhould excite your Compaſſion 
to them; none of you having a Right to 


lay, Am 1 my Brother's Rreper? That Law 


| 1 Sam. 2. 30. 
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of Love, on which hang all the Law and 
the Prophets, evidently requires it. And 
the Command is expreſs, * Thow ſhalt not 
hate thy Brother in thy Heart; thou ſhalt in 
any wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and not ſuf- 
fer Sin upon him. | 
If any ſhould fay, Puniſhments are 
unapt Means of their Amendment, be- 
cauſe they cannot convince the Mind, 


and change the Heart. And that This is 


contended for by Many in Matters of 
Faith, and the lefler Differences in Pra- 
ctice and Worſhip among Chriſtians. 
Why then ſhould it not be thought as 
improper a Means of reclaiming them 
from their Vices ? 

I am unwilling, nor have I any Oc- 
caſion, to enter upon a Controverſy here. 
Though this be granted true in Matters 
of Faith, yet there is ſo obvious a Diffe- 
rence in the Caſe of Immoralities, that 
though it ſhould not be proper for the 
Cure of Errors, yet it may be ſerviceable 
to the Conqueſt of Vice. In Erroneous 
Opinions there may be a misinformed 
Conſcience, which God ſeems to have 
reſerv'd to himſelf to judge of, who alone 
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knows what Degree of Sincerity and Di- 
ligence has been uſed in ſearching after 
Truth. And 'tis Light alone that can re- 
Qify Miſapprehenſion. But this cannot 
be pretended in the other Caſe. If Vi- 
cious Men act not againſt plain Convi- 
Qions, yet they cannot ſay they make 
Conſcience of rheir evil Courſes. And 
therefore though it may 'be hard to uſe 
Force in the other Caſe to bring Men to 
conſider, when They ſolemnly profeſs 
that they have conſider'd already, and 
believe themſelves in the Right: Yet 
here 1t may engage them to bethink 
Themſelves ; ſince tis certainly Want of 
Thought, and ſtifling their Reaſon and 
the Light of Nature, that emboldens them 
in Vice. Indeed you ſeem to have no o- 
ther way of Acceſs to the Minds of ſome 
hardned People, but by beginning at a 
Part that remains tender, the Senſe of 
their preſent and external Welfare, And 
tho the Forbearance of Sin meerly for 
Fear of the Laſh of the Law is not fa- 
ving ; yet if they are brought thus far, 
it may give them an Opportunity for ſe- 
rious Thoughts, which they had no room 
for in the conſtant Indulgence of their 
Luſts: And it affords 'em a proper Oc- 

EE caſion 
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aaſion too, when they ſee what their Sins 
coCoſt 'em now, to think what they are to 
expect from the Living God hereafter. And 
when we ſee that Rebukes which come 
in the common Courſe of Providence are 
ſometimes ſanctify'd to bring || 2 Prodigal 
to himſelf, which are more liable to be e- 
vaded; we miy expect that good Effect 
much more from thoſe Evils which are 
undeniably the Fruit of his Sin. You 
have then an Opportunity to expreſs a 
very noble Charity to your Neighbour's 
Soul and Body this way, as much as by 
confining a Madman, or reſtraining one 
in the Height of a Fever. 
34/y. We muſt take in alſo the Peace 
and Welfare of Civil Society, which indeed 
is the moſt direct End of preſent Puniſh- 
ments. And this calls for em not only 
in the Caſe of Murder, and Theft, and 
Aduitery, and Cheating; bur for thoſe o- 
therEvi/ Works alio, which you apply your 
ſelves to oppoſe. Since they diſturb the 
publick Peace both Naturally and Morally. 
You have been often put in Mind, how 
profane Oaths and Carſes weaken the Bonds 
of Society, by abating the Reverence of 
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God, and Fear of an Oath. You all fee I 

how Druntenneſs not only unfits 4 Man I 
for Publick Service, but prepares him for 
3 any Diſorders. How Uncleauneſs vitiates 
the Mind, and introduces many other 
Vices, beſides its endangering the Cor- 
ruption of other ſober and vertuous Per- 
ſons. How Both waſte the Health and 
Eſtates of many that might be very uſe. 
ful to the Publick : How they occaſion 
the Ruin of their Families, the Wrong 
of their Creditors, and bring the Charge 
of their Lawtul or Illegitimate Children 
upon their Neighbours. . You cannot 
but apprehend the Prejudice to the Riſing 
Age, it young People are not well-prin- 
cipled in Religion, and oblig'd for that 
purpoſe to an Attendance on the Lord's 
Day Worſhip. And eſpecially that if 
they are not ſo imploy'd, they are led in- 
| j to ill Company and Courſes, which prove 
their own Ruin, and the Grief and Pre- 
judice of their Parents or Maſters. You 
have ſeen in your own Obſervation, or 

learn'd it from the Confeſſions of the 

Guilty themſelves, that from theſe loõw- 

er Beginnings molt take their Riſe, be- 

tore they come to the more notorious 

Miſchiefs to Society, ſuch as every body 

B 4 calls 
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calls for Juſtice againſt. Should not they 


be prevented therefore in their firſtSprings 
and Cauſes? Can any one that loves his 
Country be indifferent, whether a Stop 


be put to them or no? Can any thinking 


Man be fo, if he looks no farther than 
himſelf? For how remote ſoever any of 
theſe Conſequences may now ſeem trom 


Joa, they may ſoon come to touch you 


very nearly. You may ſoon feel the Pro- 
greſs of Irreligion in your Trades, by 
the Frauds of 2 as have no Fear of God 
before their Eyes. Your own Life or Eſtate 
may ſoon be in Danger by a bold Perjury. 
You would hardly think Uncleanneſs a 
harmleſs Thing, if you found your own 
Relations corrupted by it. If your Chil- 
dren or Servants get into ill Company 
and Houſes on the Lord's Day, tis great 
odds, but you ſoon feel the Expence of it 
your ſelves. Every honeſt Man, ever 
ood Citizen, therefore ſhould thin 
Fimſelf concern'd to ſuppreſs Immorali- 


ty, becauſe it has as Natural a Tendency 


to the Publick Damage, and his own 
in that of the Publick, as a Raging Fire 
to conſume your City, or a ſweeping Pe- 
ſtilence to carry off your Inhabitants. 


But 
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But that is not all, tis a Moral Enemy 
too to the Peace of Society. As this World 
is under the Government of God, Com. 
munities eſpecially are to expect Good 
or Bl at his Hands, according to the Pre- 
valency of Vertue or Vice. Where no- 
torious Sins are ſuffered to go on without 
Controul, God accounts it a National 
Offence; which he muſt animadvert up- 
on himſelf, ſince Men will not. Where- 
as Publick Diſcountenance takes off the 
Crime from rhe Society, and gives ground 
to hope for the Marks of Divine Favour, 
* Hate the Evil, (ſays God) and love the 
Good, and eſtabliſh Judgment in the Gate; 
it may be that the Lord God of Hoſts will be 
racious to the Remnant of Joſeph. How 
ow does he condeſcend to Iſrael! ? + Run 
ye to and fro thro? the Streets of Jeruſalem 
and ſee now and know and ſeek in the broa 
Places, if ye can find a Man, if there 
| be any that executes Judgment, that ſeeks 
the Truth, and I will pardon it, Who would 
not be ambitious to be the Man, whom 
God {hould thus delight to Honour ? We 
find he actually did put a Stop to a fore 
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Plague upon Iſrael, upon || Phinehas's exe- 
cating Judgment, Indeed the whole Hi- 
ory of his Providence towards that 
People, confirms this as his ſtandin 
Rule, that bold Licentiouſneſs aipiniſh' 
awaken'd him to Judgment : And when 
That had rais'd them out of their Secu- 
rity, to put their Laws vigorouſly in Ex- 
ecution, he return'd to them in Mercy. 
*Tis therefore abſolutely neceſſary there 
ſhou!d be preſent Reſtraints on notorious 
Sinners in this Seaſon of Divine For- 
bearance ; which was the fourth Propo- 
ea, 12 . 
5. God has actually given a Power for 
this Purpoſe to bee, As Reaſon 
ſhews the Need of it, ſo Revelation 
ſhews it to be an eſſential Part of their 
Office. They are + ſent by God for the 
Puniſhment of Evil-doers, as well as the 
Praiſe of them that do well, They are de- 


ſign'd for * 4 Terror to evil Works. Re- 


wengers to execute Wrath upon him that aoes 
evil, And they attend continually upon 
this very Thing. Herein Ty are God's 
Miziſters,as They are ſeveral 'Timescall'd 


— 
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in that Chapter. *Twas the Voicz of 


God in the Law of Nature, that there 
ſhould be a Magiſtracy ; and that where. 


ever that Office ſhould be lodg'd, and by 


whatever Means convey'd, this ſhould 


be underſtood to be included in it, a 


Power to puniſh evi Works. And upon 
this Account the Regular Sentence of 
the Magiſtrate may juſtly be called 
the Sentence of God. But the Inſti- 
tution of the Magiſtracy on this Deſign 
has been ſo clearly repreſented to you 
by a Reverend Perſon * now with God, 


that T ſhall not pretend to enlarge. Only 


deſire Leave to mention one Paſſage of 
his on that Occaſion, that + © Next to 
« the ſweet Airs and Breathings of the 
“ Goſpel it felt, we have not a kinder or 
« more ſignificant Diſcovery of God's 
«& 'Good-Will to Men than the Inſtitution 
«of Magiſtracy. p | 


% 6. And Laſtly, If Magiſtrates are neg- 


ligent, or dilatory in executing their Sen- 
tence againſt Evil Works, or if they are not 
capacitated for it; the Conſequence in the 


Text muſt be expected, that /e Hearts 
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of the Sons of Men will be fully ſet in them 
to do Evil. Tf ill Men apprehend that 
neither God nor Man will call them to FB 
an Account, what ſhould keep them in? 4 
If there be the belt Laws againſt em, (as 
Thanks be to God we have) what can | | 
| they ſignify without this? They * ſeem 
then to bear the Sword in vain; and they 
which do Evil will zot be afraid, When b 
this was the Caſe in Vrael, + the Lord | © 
ſaw it, and it diſpleaſed him that there was | b 
0 Judgment. Connivance is little better | - 
than Commiſſion in God's Account. The 
Nobles of Jadah are charg'd with || pro- | *: 


faning the Sabbath-day, when they ſuffer'd \ 7 
others to do it. What God has reſerv'd ** 
to Himſelf as his own Peculiar, it were | © 
enough that he has always Reaſon to ju- * 
ſtify his Proceedings therein to his own 9 


Bleſſed Self, tho' he gave us no Account | 4 
of the Matter. But for what he has | _ 
committed to Men, they cannot wave it 
at their own Pleaſure without a Crime. | 
The ſame Good of the World, which is 0 
one Thing that he has in his Eye in the 


3 0 
Exerciſe of his Forbearance, requires a 2: 
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preſent Reſtraint from Men. And the 


{ame Reaſon which makes 1t requiſite at 


all, requires the doing it ſpeedily, that 


the Hearts of the Sons of Men may not 


{ be fully ſet in them to do Evil. This 


may include three Things. 

1. The Offenders themſelves, whoare 
born with, will be like to grow worſe 
and worle. m_”_ young Sinne rsmight 

e timely Application 
of this Remedy, though for the preſent 
not joyous but grievous both to the Phyſi- 
cian and the Patient. * As the Rod of Cor- 
rection may contribute to cure the Fooliſh. 
neſs that is bound up in the Heart of a Child, 
while he is young and tractable : So the 
timely Severities of the Magiſtrate may 
check, and poſſibly recover ſome Offen- 
ders that are juſt arrived at Maturity, if 
made Uſe of at firſt: Either ſuch as had 


the Unhappineſs of negligent Parents, 


or that ſeem to be got above their Re- 
ſtraint. Whereas if no Notice is taken 
of them in thoſe early Days, they are like 
enough to arrive in Time at ſuch a De- 
gree of Folly and Obſtinacy, that h 


2 _— FR 


„ Prov. 22. 15. 
| Prov. 27. 22. 


1 


13g 


- : 5 
— — —— ww — - - — 


_ - - * 
, N 4 — * 
— . — — — — - 


PQ 
C — 4 


30 4 Reformation Sermon. 


you ſhould bray them in a Mortar, yet | 
would not their Fooliſbneſs depart from them. 


Impunity is taken for a Licence, fo that 
they go on to add Sin to Sin; boldly to 
repeat the ſame Acts, till they come. to 
a Habit; and to advance from lower to 
higher and more enormous Crimes. 

2. Others that as yet are promiſing and 
hopeful will be in great Danger of Infe- 


Ction. Tis like to increaſe the Number | 


of Crimes and of Criminals too. One 
great End of Puniſhment is, that * al 
the People may hear and fear, and do no more 
preſumptuouſiy. And when *tis ſteadily and 
imparcially executed, we may hope for 
ſuch an Effect. Muhen a Scorner is puniſhed, 
the ſimple is made wiſe, It may be hop'd e- 
ſpecially that thoſe who have had a good 
Education will eſcape the Contagion, 
when they find the uſual Temptations 
that are oferd to inſnare them, ballanc'd 
by preſent Shame and Suffering in the 
Ways of Sin. Whereas the Example and 


Activity of ill Men muſt ſpread Profane- 


neſs and Vice like Wild- fire, as long as it 
has the Advantage of — on the Side 
of corrupt Nature, if they lee their Way 


Prov. 21. 11. 
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free, an& meet with no Diſturbance? And 


hereupon, 
| 5 The very Power of ſuppreſſing and 
re 


raining them will be weakned. The 


Criminals are like to encreaſe ſo faſt in 
Number and Power, that it may be next | | 
to impoſſible 10 ſtem the Tide, which 


might without much Difficulty have 
been reſiſted at firſt, This is the Natu- 
ral Effect of the Non-Execution of Juſtice; 
the Government it ſelf is weakned, when 
the Offenders have Time to unite their 
Counſels, to ſtrengthen their Intereſts, | 
and make Acceſſions to their Number. 
Tho * Hard joining in Hand cannot ſe- 
cure the it that they ſpall altogether | 
be anpuniſhed ; Tho they cannot controul | 
the Hand of God, when he makes a Way | | 
to his Anger, yet they may prevent Human 
Puniſhments. bf 34 | 
Thus I have gone through the Argu- | 
ment I intended, and may now, oe: 
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Secoxaly, Proceed on that Foundation 
to make a particular Application to the 
Buſineſs of the preſent Aſſembly. And 
I believe you can caſily go along with 


me 
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me > ee or inforcing moſt of what 
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is neceſſary to be ſaid to you, from that 
which has been already propos'd.. 


I. This clearly juſtifies and commends 


the Uſeiulneſs and Neceſſity of your Wor- 
thy Societies: As much as the moſt valu- 
able End can recommend the moſt fit 
and proper Means of attaining it. In- 
deed he muſt have an uncommon Share 
of Il Nature, or think his Neighbours 
have, that can imagine any Thing but 
the Neceſſity of the Caſe could induce 
you to form your ſelves into ſuch Bodies. 
Expence and Dangers, Reproaches and 


_ Frowns, (which have ſo often come to 


our Share,) are not us'd to be inviting 
Things, when no Secular Advantage is 
in hey js to compenſate them belide the 
Publick Good. I hope you can defy your 
moſt malicious Adverſaries to ſhew, that 
any Thing but an Heroic Zeal for God 
and your Country inſpired you in this 
Matter. I'm ſure that Principle (all 
Things conſider'd) would lead to act juſt 
as you do. 
The Works you oppoſe are undoubtedly 
Evil. You are not perplex'd with a Doubt 
here, whether the Laws ot God and Man 
don't claſh in the Caſe ; or whether you 


ſhould 
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| ſhould not at laſt be found Fighters againſt 
God, as in manyof the Matters in Con- 
troverſy among Chriſtians. You are not 
put to a Stand by the Evidences of Piety 
and Charity in thoſe you conteſt with. | 
But theſe Things the Laws of Chriſtiani- | 
ty, and of all well regulated Communi- 
ties, agree in diſcountenancing. 'They 1 
are ſuch as the Conſciences of the Offen- | 
ders, as well as the Laws of your Coun- 
try, pronounce Sentence againſt; Such | 
as all good Men vex their righteous Souls 1 
with ; Such as will not only caſt Men at | 
the Bar of God hereafter, but for which 4 
His Wrath comes on the Children of Diſobe- 1 
diencè here: Such as your Selves, your 
Families, your Neighbours, the preſent | 
Age and Poſterity are in Danger from. 1 
We are ready to ſay, when Men ſo no- 
toriouſly make void all Laws, * *17s Time 
*Y Jeg Lord, to work, But ſince we can- 
| notexpect That, ſurely *tis high Time 
for All that are on the Lord's Side to be- 
ſtir themſelves. 

And how can Magiſtrates beſtir them- 
ſelves, -if they are not aſſiſted by the 
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People? Their own Eyes and Ears can- 
not be Witneſſes to every puniſhable 
1 Crime; but They mult ſee and hear by 
| the Help of others. The Wiſdom of the 

| Nation has eſtabliſh'd excellent Laws a- 
l mong us: Our Gracious Queen has given 
| Publick Notice by Her Proclamarions, 
that they were not deſign'd to lie dor- 
mant: And Thanks be to God Many in 
{ Authority under Her have ſhewn Them- 


felves ready to countenance the Execu- 
il tion. Mult not the Fault then devolve 
at laſt on private Perſons, if 2%e Faces of 
bold Sinners are not fill d with Shame ? } 
| Your Informations mult give the Laws 
{| Life and Spirit. The Caſe: then comes 
to this plain Iſſue: Either theſe are not 
| Crimes fit to be puniſh'd,. or None are 
without an Obligation to help it for- 
| 


ward. None are too Great to be above 
it; None too mean to be uncongern'y in 


4 - Md Tow NH "4. — — — Fe — . - 


it. 


BY. a 

The Experience of - ſeveral Years has 
il ſhewn You, Gentlemen of the Societies, 
. the Benefit of acting in Concert, and in 
| the Way of a Form'd Deſign. And 
| *tis ſo - a Caſe in it felf, that one 
would think it ſhould not want a Vindi- | 
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cation to others. Where Property is 
concern'd, thoſe that find Themſelves 
agoriev*d, ſeldom need a Spur to call for 
the Puniſhment of Offenders. And yet 
in that Caſe you have ſeen by a late In- 
ſtance, how much greater Effect the vi- 
gorous Application of One private Citizen 
may have that makes it his Buſineſs for 


the Publick Good, than the unform'd 


and Occaſional Attempts of many more 
immediately concern'd. But in Crimes 
that diſhonour God, or more remotely 
affect the Society, leſs Succeſs is to be ex- 
pected, unleſs Some apply Themſelves 
to this very Thing. Few are apt to be 
ſenſibly touch'd here; and what is 
every one's Buſineſs is no Body's. And 
yet Thoſe that offend 1n this Kind are 
generally more Numerous and Conſide- 


rable, more Bold and Bare-tac'd ; and 


therefore require the greater Numbers 
and Reſolution, and Activity, to reduce 
them to a tolerable Decorum. 

The great End you are purſuing com- 
mends the Uſefulneſs of all the Parts that 


compoſe your Bodies, ſince They all con- 


cur to the common End in their ſeveral 


Provinces. Every Part is honourable, 
be. 
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becauſe uſeful and neceſſary; the Heads 
ot Some to contrive and adviſe; the 
Feet and Hands of Others for Active Ser- 
vice and Execution ; and the Purſes of 
Many, as the Sinews of this War. 

A little Thought muſt certainly con- 
vince or Shame into Silence any that 
are not altogether abandon'd to their 
Luſts, if any but ſuch can continue to cen- 
{ure your Prudenr and Legal Manage- 
ment. And theretore I hope { need not 
wiſh, that None of You will be aſham'd 
to ſpcak in behalf ot this Cauſe in any 
Company, or upon any Occaſion, when he 
hears it diſparaged : Or to own himſelf 
to have the Honour to make One in ſuch a 
Society. 

II. Every good Man ſhould give his 
beſt Aſſiſtance in ſuch an Undertaking. 
Mien Iniquity is coming in like a Houd, 
every one ſhould /ift up 4 Standard, or 
follow it. We the Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpel mult {till go on to uſe + the Weapons 
of our Warfar?, which are zot carnal, but 
Spiritual, the Repreſentation of the Grace 
and Terrors of the Lord. Where theſe 
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are mighty thro? God to bring every Thought 
into Captivity to the Obedience of C Hriſt; 
they'll make the moſt effectual Conqueſt 
of Vice. And oh that by a more gene- 
neral Succeſs of our Labours, there might 
remain no Occaſion for any violent Re- 
ſtraints! But moſt are govern'd by Senſe 
and not by Faith; and they mult have 
feeling Arguments, if you would have 
them effectual. They can adventure to 
* run upon God, upon the thick Boſſes of his 
Bucklers, becauſe unſeen ; ?Tis Time then 
for you all to lift up Joars, which the 
Laws of God and your Country have put 

into your Hands, ſince they'll regard none 
but what are obvious to Senſe. Should 
not all Good Men have their Hearts ful- 
ly ſet in them to oppoſe Evil, when Others 
have theirs fix*'d upon doing it? But 
Moſt will rather ſay, 'tis a praiſe-wor- 
thy Attempt, than concern "Themſelves 
in it. They are ſo far from having a 
Spirit to lead the Van, that they have 
ſcarce enough to come in the Rear. But 
Vice is not to be run down by Words. 
It others had been of your Temper, what 
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a deplorable Caſe had we been in by 
this Time? As I remember, the Recti- 


fying or our Coin, and the firſt Notice 


of your Reforming Deſign from the Pul- 
pit, were much about the ſame Time. 
We cannot at this Day look back on the 
former, without Concern at the Threat. 
ning Ruin the Publick eſcap'd by that 
timely Remedy : And yet not without 
Wonder at the Boldneſs* of Thoſe that 
attempted it. Our Cale as to Morals was 
almoſt equally deplorable. And yet who 
can forbear Wonder at the Bravery of 
thoſe Noble Few, that broke the Ice, and 


laid the Foundation of this Work? Such 
as now enter upon it, will find a far eaſier 


Province, when ſo many Heads and 
Hands are already united, the Courſe of 
Proceedings fix'd, the Strangeneſs of the 
Attempt worn off, all plauſible Objections 
anſwer'd, by above 12 Years Experience, 
and People of all Ranks and Denomina- 
tions concern'd in it. But yet there is 
Room, and Need for the Aſſiſtance of 
any that arc willing. And 1s 1t fit that 
other Men ſhould be eas'd, and they alone 
burdewd, when the Cauſe is of common 


Concern, and we are all threatned with 
mo — 


A Reformation Sermon. 39 
the Danger ? As the Matter is circum- 
ſtanced, I doubt you can aſſign no better 
Reaſon for ſtanding off, than either 
Cowardice or Covetouſneſs. They in- 
treat you to come in and help Them, by 
your Preſence at their Conſultations; by 
diſcovering Vice when it comes within 
your Notice; by your Prayers; and thoſe 
of you that anſgable, by your Purſes. 
Sure you cannot think it much to honour 
God, and ſerve your Country, by ſome 
Annual Contributions for this Common 
Service. Nor would you at another Day 
reckon it a Legacy ill beſtow'd to leave 
ſomething behind you to this Uſe, when 
you can no longer be ſerviceable in the 
World your ſelves. -).. 

III. This may be a per ſwaſive Argument 
to ſuch as are engag'd in this Work, ot to 
be weary in well doing, but to continue 
their Conteſt againit Evil Mort. As 
long as there are bold Sinners unwearied 
in committing them, let not Good Men 
be weary of confronting them. You 
have had ſo much Succels, as may fatis- 
ty you, that ak have not /aboured for 
very Vanity, though it may have been iz 
the Fire, Thoſe that have known this 
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City for any Time, cannot but remark 
that open Vice had another Appearance 
here 12 Years ago than it has now; and 
ſome of you have told me, that your 
Reproots for an Oath, or the like, are 
received in another manner than they 
would have been then. I hope there are 
fewer Tranſgreſſors; but certainly they 
offend not with fo high a Hand as for- 
merly. You can fee them bluſh, and 
confeſs their Fault, who once would out- 
face you, and ſay, What have we done? You 
have ſhewn them that neither feared God, 
aor regarded Man, that there are ſome as 
tearleſs on God's Side. Where You have 
not recovered the Sinner, yet You have 
prevented many Acts of Sin, or the Na- 
tional Guilc afterwards by the Execution 
of Juſtice. You have generally had the 
Countenance of Sober Men of all Ranks 
and Denominations, and ſeveral Magi- 
ſtrates ready to execute the Sentence up- 

on your Application. . 
There is one obvious Effect, of as kind 
an Aſpect as any of the reſt; That it has 
promoted a right Underſtanding among 
Good People of different Sentiments in 
leſſer Things, and ſhewn that real * 
eis 
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neſs cannot fail to be a more effectual 
Cement of Affections than any little Pe- 
culiarities, when once it has the Oppor- 
tunity of being known. | 

Theſe are ſome of the great and pro- 
miſing Effects of ſo good a Deſign. That 
ſome Difficulties remain, only opens a 
Field for the Exerciſe of your Faith and 
Patience. You'll hardly be diſcourag'd by 
them, unleſs you had rais'd your Expe- 
ctations too high for this World, that is, 
as high as your Wiſhes, to baniſh open 
Sin quite out of it. But as long as the 
God of this World goes to and fro in it, 
and there 1s a corrupt Nature, That is 
not to be expected. As you'll find the 
Remains of Sin in your ſelves to oppole, 
till you come to the State of Pertection : 
So you mult reckon upon its Being and 
Efforts in the World, till you arrive at 
the New Heavens and New Earth, where- 
in dwells Righteouſneſs, Let none of 
you then be faint or wearied in your 
Minds. 

If your Endeavours had had far 
leſs Effect; your Maſter accepts ac- 
cording to the Service, and not the 
Succeſs. If your Conſcience can bear 
you 
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you Witneſs, that you * have done what 
zou could, he'll give you the Reward of 
faithful Servants. Let none then think 


much to be imploy'd in This, as a Buſi- 
neſs for Life. Bleſſed are Je, if your Ma- 


ſter comes and finds you ſo doing. 1 P 
If you ſhould give over, (and if one ; 


do ſo, have nor the reſt the ſame Pre- 
tence? ) would not the Hearts of ſuch 1 
Offenders be more fully than ever ſet in 7 
them to do Evil, as if They had ma- 
ſter'd the moſt likely Way of reſtraining : 
their Follies? And will it not rather ſeem 
Humour, than Zeal for God and your 
Country, that has carried you thus far? 
Have you done, have you ſuffered ſo many 
Things in vain, if They be yet in vain? 
Will ye alſo go away, who have born the 
| Burthen and the Heat of the Day? I ſpeak 
q not This as ſuſpecting you, but to con- 
firm you, my Beloved Brethren, and to 
* ſollicit you to do nothing that looks like 
1 the cooling of your Zeal. Let not or- 
1 dinary Buſineſs make you remiſs, and |=— 
uncertain in Attendance on Meet- ' 


_—_— „ —— 


ch _ a 21. 


* Mark 14. 8. 5 * Bre 
ings 


A Reformation Sermon 43 
ings of the Society. Þ As Iron ſharpens 
Iron, ſo does the Countenance of a Man his 
Friend. Let not any have Occaſion for 
that poor Sarcaſm on you, that in this 
Work you act the Buſy-Bodies, from 
your uſing a Plea that ſeems to intimate, 


*Þ* *tis fit for none but "Thoſe that have no- 


thing elſe to do. 

Let me but add one Thing more to 
keep up your Zeal at its Primitive Pitch. 
The State of the Nation calls for ſome- 

thing extraordinary from good Men at 
preſent. When God has done ſuch great 
Things for us the last Tear, methinks 
tis our Turn to do great Things for 
Him in This. And the Union which Di- 
vine Providence has effected ſo lately in 
this Iſland, ſhould certainly excite our 
Zeal for Reformation of Manners, if it 
were for nothing elſe but that we might 
not come behind our Northern Brethren 
in that known * Part of their Chara- 

f cter, 
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＋ Trov. 27. 17. 

* Dr. Edwards in bis late Diſcourſe on the Union, p. 20, 
21. tells us. We ſhall be encouraged not only to Strittneis 
of Diſcipline, but of Life, from the Example of our 
Brethren, with whom we are united. He . 

them 
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cter, the Strictneſs of their Morals. God 
therefore make you ſtedfaſt and unmovea- 
ble, and always abounding in his Work 

IV. And, Laſth, Give me leave to ſug- 

eſt ſome Directions in your Work from 
the Subject I am upon. 

We may plainly collect, how much it 
concerns Retormers of others to be blame- 
leſs Themſelves. When you are their 
Monitors and Phyſicians, it will ill be- 
come you to be obnoxious to the ſame 
Sentence your ſelves. Þ+ Thou art inex- 
cuſable, O Man, that judgeſt another, if 
thou doft the ame Things, Indeed inſtead 
of reforming Them, you'll but confirm 
their Diſpoſition to do Evil. 

And En you ſhould have a ve- 
ry awful Senſe of the Authority and 
Se rence of God, when you call th6le to 
an Account that break thro? all h Bonds. 
| You ſhould be acted by that better Prin- 
ciple of a Regard to God in all, when 


1 — — — 


them for their exact Obſet vation of the Lord's Day; and 

obſerves, that this has an Influence on their whole Lives. 

And after other Inſtances of their exemplary Charatter, adds, 

We ſtand in need of ſuch Patterns as thele,and it will con- 

cern us to follow Them with great Diligence, that there- 

by a Bleſſing may be deriv'd on the whole Community. 
1 Pom. 2. 1. 
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the Foundation of your Work 1s this, 


that the Sinners you have to do with 


diſregard Him. 
You ſee alſo the Ends that ought con- 


ſtantly to be kept in view in your Pro- 


ceedings. To be ſure not to K 
Spleen and Revenge; I cannot thin 

you need the Admonition, But to vin- 
dicate the Honour of God, to promote 


the Good of the World, and the A- 


mendment of the Sinner, and to pre- 
vent the farther Growth and Progreſs of 


*# Vice. t 


Conſequently *tis plain, that ſome Di- 
ſtinction muſt be made according to the 
evident Diſpoſition of the Offenders. 
You cannot think I have preſs'd you to 
ſo ſpeedy an Execution of the Laws, as 
to have no Conſideration of Circumſtan- 
ces : To expole a Perſon always to Pub- 
lick Shame tor the firit Offence, or when 
there is Reaſon to believe he is overtaken 
with a Fault, and has a Tenderneſs of 
Conſcience remaining to be wrought up- 
on by Argament. Such a Courſe might 
make ſome Sinners deſperate, Tings r. 
recovering them, But it will be proper 
to carry St. Jude's Direction in your 

Mind; 
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Mind; || Of ſome have Compaſſion, making 
4 Difference: And others ſave with Fear, 
pulling them out of the Fire. The more 
impartial you are in executing the Laws 
without making a Diſtinction of High 
and Low, Rich and Poor, Friends and 
Strangers, ſo much tlie better. But to 
make a Difference according to their 
Hardneſs or Tenderneſs in Sinning, is a 
neceſſary part of Prudence for gaining 
your Great End. Where you have 
Ground to hope God's Sentence has ſtill 
Authority, and ſoft Rebukes may re- 
form the Criminal, they are undoubted- 
ly firſt to be us'd: And then you gain 
your Brother the beſt and the — ro 
ett Way. But where there is a daring 
Boldneſs, you can expect little Succeſs 
that way. Reproof is to no purpoſe to 
a'Scorner. If you * reprove him, you'll 


gain only Shame, and a Blot to your ſelves, 


But + mite a Scorner, and the Simple will 


beware, While you wiſely follow this 


_ 


hens 
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|: Ver. 22, 22. 
* Prov. 9. 7, 8. 
1 Prov. 19. 25. 


Courſe, 


0 
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Courſe, expreſſing your Charity and 
Zeal in Conjunction, the Bleſſing of God, 
and the Prayers of all good Men will go 


along with you. 


| 
| 
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